Newsletter

June 2009

A WORD FROM THE OCHI EFO

Today | want to talk about OHeel i ng
dogs, are already trialling your dog or you are never going to trial you dogs,
heeling is the basiof all obedience work. If you simply want a well behaved
pet, then there is nothing nicer than for you to be able to take your dog for a
walk without him/her pulling your arm our of its socket. How nice it looks
when you see a person walking their dogvd the street, and the dog is

wal king happily beside them. [Itds ¢

But dogs are simply thatdogs. Their noses are a thousand times more
sensitive than ours, and the smells they pick up when out for their walk must

) Fe be incredible. lis one of their joys in life, so be fair to them, when they are
walklng nlcely take a Ilttle detour to the next bush, or post and let them have their smell, for them, it the same as |
reading the newspaper.

If you are meaning to enter obedience triiisn heeling is even more important. Heeling is the absolute basis for
ALLexerci ses, and | always say 6a good heeling dog
interesting talk to your dog, using different tones in your voio&keéep him/her interested. When you are having a
training session, keep the heeling in short bursts, so as not to bore them silly. If you are out walking you can also
singing to your dog to get a swing to your walk, also, remember that most dogsenorkle r at a Obr i s
not dawdle. When you take your dog for a walk, you can use the time to train him/her, when you stop at a corner,
street, dond6t always O0sitdé the dog; someti merawako a
with your dog, if you are passing an unknown dog and owner, make sure that you pass person f@€erdog,to

dog.

Try to use other words rather than just 06Good dogbé
clevergirllboy puppydé 6Arendt you the smart dogd 61 6m so pl

mean, but the tone in which you say them and the different sounds will be interesting for them, also speak quietly
that also gets their attention.

All this boils down to you being a companion to your dog. We want our dogs to be our companions, so do our dog
want us to be their companion. Companionship isaag street.

Happy Heeling

Roddy
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Welcome
New Members

Lynette Garrettt -Preston With 6 D kad

David Smith With 6Turi o
Megan Ball With 6Cooperd
Matthew Southard With 6Mavad
Lauren Mowlam With 6Zar ad
Ben Thomsen With 6Jessd
Kellie Hunt Wi th 6Dogb
Lynda Ryan Wi th O0Manny?o
Linda Thomas Wi th O6Rexo
Lorraine Dalton With 6Suki o
Seven Thomas With 60Oscard and 06She

Favaite Phao®

A new photo page has been put on the website for any members that

would | i ke to display their phot o0Ss
family.

These are foof pholtiodasyds, at home, d

If you would like to be part of this page, pl ease email yol

to: webmaster@portstephensdogclub.org.au

Please includ ed the name of the dog,

the family it belongs to and where the
photo was taken.

We like this one of Ralph!
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Trackin |

3

—- l -
TRIALS:
CLUB DATE OF TRIAL JUDGE
NEWCASTLE ALL BREEDS 14™JUNE 2009 MRS T KNOX
MAITLAND & KURRI DIBICT KC 5™JULY 2009 MRS H SCHAECKEN
NEWCASTLE ALL BREEDS 19™JULY 2009 MRS P HARTWELL
PORT STEPHENS ALEEFS 23"° AUGUST 2009 MS TIKI FRIEZER
PORT STEPHENS ALEEFS 13™SEPTEMBER 2009 MRS INEKE DE WITT

All trials are held at the Wallaroo State Forest
Start time: 8am
Entry Fees $22.00

l Wallaroo State Forest -

Babchara ?,
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Tracking Training

Training Starts: 9am
Dates:20h June, ¥ August
Beginners Welcome

For more information on Trials & Tracking please contact:

Name Phone Mobile Email

Paul Hill 02 4976 2497 0427 762 497 zoeypjhill@dodo.com.au

Mary Greenwood 02 4978 4042 maryg@huntercouncils.com.au
Moria McGregor 02 4973 3047

Narelle Vale 02 4382 6045

Or check out the website:

www.trackingclubnsw.org.au

Dogs Enjoy Tracking so
GO TRACKING!

Dogs enjoy tracking, 1 tbd6s team exE®€
We are a small group, and one trial track can need up to four helpers, so tracking
people must be prepared to help each other.
To set tracks we use 500mm to 1 meter of brightly coloured ribbons. We put these
ribbons on the trees so that we know where we are going.
Tracking Dogs use 10 meter leads and Tracking Harnesses.
To get started you will need a reward for the dog i something the dog really wants
(small pieces of food), a soft collar, a 2-3 meter lead and four old socks with your
scent on them.
Dogs must be on lead at all times in a State Forest.

A - All Triallers - A

Dondot forget to email your t

webmaster@portstephensdogclub.org.au
to have your results put u p on the website.
Please include your name, dogs name, class entered, score
and place if applicable.
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AGILITY |

Dogs Love Agility!
Agility Is Fast & Fun & EXxciting

Agility training is held on a Tuesday night.

To join the Agilitysection of the club your dog must bassessedy the clubto have a certain level of
obedienceBEFORBEou attend training.

For more information please see Ray or grab anyone of the committee members.

AGILITY NEWS

The Agility Sub -Committee has been forme d, the members on this committee
are as follows: -

Chairperson; Mr. Ray Dean.

Members: Steve Kay

Brian Blenkinsop
Lee Smithers
Betty Dean
Bronwyn Lubinski
Jean Blenkinsop

The Agility Trial Committee is as follows:-
Trial Secretary Ray Dean
Trial Manager Steve Kay

Accommodation

& Finance Officer
Minute Secretary

Catering Manager
Chief Steward

Lee Smithers
Bronwyn Lubinski
Jane Scorer

TBA

Any questions regarding Agility training or our agility
trial should be addressed to Ray D ean for training
issues or Steve Kay for trial issues.
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Port Stephens All Breeds & Obedience Canine Club Inc

Saaa Aub

Xmas
HUNTER RIVER DISCOVERY CRUISE

Departing from Lee Wharf Honeysuckle Drive at 4PM Saturday 28th November 20009.
Cost ¥9pp. We travel along the dramatically changing landscape of a 6 HOUR vogage
from the city foreshore through to the serenity of the Koorangang Wetlands, as we
indulge in some Hors Dervs while meandering past farmlands adjoining the Hunter
River. We take areak at the Junction Inn Hotel, a counstyle pub in Raymond

Terrace that will be serving a delicious hot roast before making our return journey
where we will be then be served our dessert's. One of the highlights will include having
the Pacific Highwacome to a complete stanstill as the Hexhan Bridge is raised to

allow for our passage.

Jess, If people are interested | would need a $20 deposit pp. then if they like | can colle
money from them every Sunday If they chose where | will issue themawgleipt so

all money can be paid before Xmas is they want, just to make life a little bit easier. Boa
holds 30- 50 people but we need 30 people to go.

Thanks for putting this in the Newsletter, it should then get us the numbers we need.
Cheers Lee
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Agility Trial Dinner

A get - together prior to the Agility Trial
Where: atthe pub !
For: anyone involved or entering or just wanting
to come along for a laugh.
It'll be Friday the 17th July, 7pm
At . The Junction Inn Hotel in R aymond Terrace.
Bookings essential and must ring me:
Sam 0414 899 965 or 02 498 86724
before the 10th July.
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GRIFFON BRUXELLOIS

The Griffon Bruxellois or Brussels Griffon &sbreed of toy dog, named for the city of their
origin, Brussels, Belgium. The Griffon Bruxellois may refer to three different breeds, the
Griffon Bruxellois, the Griffon Belge and the Petit Brabancon. Identical in standard except for
coat and colour difiences, in some standards they are considered varieties of the same breec
much like Belgian Sheepdogs.

Appearance.

All three breeds are generally small, with a flat face, prominent, chin, and large
wide set eyes that give the Griffon an almost humamesgpon. They are sometimes compared
to an Ewok from the movie Star Wars and have been rumored to be a partial inspiration for th
race to creator George Lucas. All three breeds are sturdy toy dogs witlsehigkeltbalanced
bodies, giving a square aggrance in proportion when viewed from the side. A proper Griffon
should be muscular, compact, and wrilhed, and should not seem delicate, racy or over
cobby. The griffon often feels heavier than it is for such a small size. Because they are judgec
by weight rather then by shoulder height, proper proportioning is essential to determine
whether a dog is too fat, too slim, or too tall for its size.

Weight standards, especially where the upper limit is that might disqualify the dog from the
show ring, vaies among the breed standards, but the ideal weight is 3.63 kg to 4.54 kg for bot
sexes.
The neck is medium length and arched slightly. The chest is deep, and the back is level. The
is left at its natural length in breed standards that allow foy itrettould be set high, and when
showing, should express the alert, keen demeanor of the breed. Kinked tails are not uncomm
in the breed, but are undesirable for conformation showing.
Head

The head is the most important characteristic of treedh, and the most well defined
aspect of the breed standard.
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The rounded head should be large in proportion to the body, but should not appear to unbalal
the dog. Depending the standard, the fagre
case, the appearance or skull should be of a circle Rather than an oval, the forehead should r
bulge or protrude. The ears should be set high but well apart, small, and carrietdestniihe
dark, wideset, blackimmed eyes are very large and expressinang the face its essential
humanlike qualities. They should be prominent but not bulging.
Coat

In the Griffon Bruxellois and the Griffon Belge, the coat is wiry, harsh, and dense. This
breed has little to no shedding. By breed standarads &tne should or feel woolly. It should
short enough not to disrupt the form of the dog over the body, and long enough to distinguish

the texture and type from the
Petit S Brabancon.
Furnishings ' | around the
face form a fringe around
the eyes, nose, cheeks ad
chin, but should not be allowed
to grow into a long, flowing
beard. Rather, they
accentuate the natural form of
the chin and cheeks. The
eyebrow, moustache and
beard look is essential to the
humanlike expression
sought after in the breed.
There may be some

furnishings around the legs
as well, though shorter than
the head.

To accomplish this harsh coat
the hair must be groomed with
a technique Photo: David Paton known as
stripping. This involves pulling out the dead hair by hand. If the coat is left to grow naturally it
will become soft and woolly looking.
In the Petit Brabancon, the coat is short, straight, smooth, glossy, and flat, with no trace of wit
hair. Its coat should look rather like a Pug or Boston Terrier.
Colour Types

There are three distt colour types recognized for the breed. The actual colour
of each dog can vary depending on how they are groomed. If the hair is cut or clippers are us
the colour of the dog will be considerable lighter than expected by breed standards. The three
colours are as followssriffon Bruxellois: Red or Reddistbrown
Griffon Belge: Black, Black and Tan, Black and Red,
Petit Brabancon: All colours allowed for other standards
Temperament

The Griffon Bruxellois is known to have a hugeart, and a strong desire to
snuggle and be with his or her master. They display a visible air ehg®ftance. A Griffon
should not be shy or aggressive; however, they are very emotionally sensitive, and because ¢

s
S 1 -
.
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this, should be socialized carefuly a young age. Griffons should also be alert, inquisitive and
interested in their surroundings. 10
Griffons tend to bond with one human more than others. This, along with their small size, may
make them unsuitable as a family pet, especially for a family vary small children. Griffons
tend to get along well with other animals in the house, including cats, ferrets, and other dogs.
However, they can get into trouble because they have no concept of their own relative size ar
may attempt to dominate dogs amularger than themselves.
Some say. Having a Griffon means having a true constant companion. They need their favori
person all the time, and will be very unhappy if left outdoors or alone most of the day. A
Griffon Bruxellois will want to follow you abat the house, on your shopping trips, and to bed.
Health

Griffons have a handful of various health issues, including both physiological and
genetic. It is thought that many of the issues have long existed in the breed, and only in recer
years hese issues have been identified and categorized. Despite many of these health concel
the typical life span of a Griffon is somewhere in the range of 12 to 15 years.
Birthing

Breeding can be a difficult issue for Griffons. Because ofthedbées it 1 s no
for some complications to cause a caesarean section to be needed.

Cleft Palate
One issue that is typically fatal for the puppies is
having a cleft palate. It results in the puppy not
receiving nourishment from the mother and
evenually starvation. It is uncommon but,
depending on the size of the cleft it is possible for
. the puppy to survive where as it becomes older
| surgery can be done to close the hole.
. | Eyes
& *) LacerationsLacerations are a common issue
~ amongst the breed. BecausefiGns have such large
ﬁ and a short snout, there is very little there to protect
their vision from foreign bodies. If a laceration is left

e T "4 '.'.'.' o " -t
untreated it can result in blindness.
CataractsAs with most breeds; cataracts are a common problem as the do§@ges
many breeders it is a disappointment that the cataracts typically develop long after the dog he

already been bred.

Lens LuxationsLens luxations can be fairly common in the breed and result in
secondary glaucoma

Glaucoma Glaucoma can also be ammamon issue amongst Griffons due to the breeds
facial features and eye size.
Heat Stroke

Due to the shortened snout that Griffons have, heat stroke is a major concern for t

breed. To be left outside for any lengthy period of time iseexely devastating for a Griffon.
The breedbds smashed face may cause seriou
danger Griffons are not favoured for walking or living outside in warmer climates.
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History

The three variations of this daipe Griffon Bruxellois ( Brussels Griffon), Griffon 11
Belge (Griffon Belgian), and the Petit Brabancon, all descend from an old type of dog called a
ASmousj ed, a r ou dgikedayaepttinestdhles te efimihate rotemts, similarto
the DutchS mous hond. Il n Bel gium coachmen were f
(wiry coated stable dogs) and in the 1800
Breeding with the Pug and the King Charles Spaniel brought about the cueeatype, but
also brought the short black coat that lead to the Petits Brabancon, which was originally a fau
of the breed. The spaniels also brought the rich red and black and tan colour of the modern
Griffon Bruxellois and Griffon Belge. The GriffonrBxellois grew in popularity in the late
1800s with both workers and noblemen in Belgium. The first Griffon Bruxellois was registered
in 1883 in the first volume Bel giumds ken
increased by the interest oti€en Marie Henriette, a dog enthusiast who visited the annual dog
shows in Belgium religiously, often with her daughter, and became a breeder and booster of
Griffon Bruxellois, giving them international fame and popularity. Many dogs were exported to
othercountries.
The First World War and Second World War proved to be a disastrous time for the breed. Wa
time is difficult on any dog breed, and the recovering numbers after the First World War were
set back by increased vigilance in breeding away fromdaulth as webbed toes. By the end of
the Second World War, Belgium had almost no native Griffon Bruxellois left, and it was only
through the vigilance of dedicated breeders (in England particularly) that the breed survived a
all.

The breed has never beeru mer ous or popul ar, but had a
now is generally an uncommon breed. There has been a recent increase in interest in the Un|
States due to appearance of a Griffon in

general increase in interest in toy dogs.
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VACCINATIONS OVERDUE
MARCH 09

The following people have vaccinations due. Please show your vaccination
papers to the reqistrar before taking the field.

JESSICA BALLARD BELLA MARCH 09
MICHAEL ABELA LOGAN SEPTEMBER 08
JEANETTE COLE GRACE FEBRUARY 09

NELLY MAY 09
KATHERINE COLACI ELLIE APRIL 09
CAMERON CRAMP AMBER FEBRUARY 09
TREV GLASBY POPPY APRIL 09
ANNE HILLS JASPER JANUARY 09
WENDY JOHNSTON QUIX MARCH 09
MARION OUTTERIDGE MORGAN JULY 08

RAIDER JULY 08
KEITH SNEDDON MAX MARCH 09
BRAD THURLOW EVA FEBRUARY 09
ROB UPSALL ROY APRIL 09

Newsletter Supported By Anna Bay Tavern



13

A Man & His Dog

A man and his dog were walking along a road. The man was enjoying the

scenery, when it suddenly occurred to him that he was dead.

He remembered dying, and that the dog walking besid e him had been dead

for years. He wondered where the road was leading them.

After a wh ile, they came to a high, white stone wall along one side of the road. It looked like fine
marble. At the top of a long hill, it was broken by a tall arch that glowed in the sunlight.

When he was standing before it he saw a magnificent gate in the arch tha t looked like mother -of-
pearl, and the street that led to the gate looked like pure gold. He and the dog walked toward the

gate, and as he got closer, he saw a man at a desk to one side..

When he was close enough, he called out, 'Excuse me, where are we?'

'This is Heaven, sir,' the man answered.

'Wow! Would you happen to have some water?' the man asked.

60f course, sir. Come right in, and | "11 have some
The man gestured, and the gate began to open.

'‘Can my friend,' gesturingt oward his dog, 'come in, too?' the traveler asked.

'I'm sorry, sir, but we don't accept pets.'

The man thought a moment and then turned back toward the road and continued the way he had

been going with his dog.

After another long walk, and at the top of an other long hill, he came to a dirt road leading through a
farm gate that looked as if it had never been closed. There was no fence.

As he approached the gate, he saw a man inside, leaning against a tree and reading a book.

‘Excuse me!' he called to the man . 'Do you have any water?'

'Yeah, sure, there's a pump over there, come on in..'

'How about my friend here?' the traveler gestured to the dog.

‘There should be a bowl by the pump."

They went through the gate, and sure enough, there was an old -fashioned han d pump with a bowl
beside it.
The traveler filled the water bowl and took a long drink himself, then he gave some to the dog. When

they were full , he and the dog walked back toward the man who was standing by the tree.
‘What do you call this place?' thet  raveler asked.

'This is Heaven,' he answered.

'Well, that's confusing,' the traveler said. 'The man down the road said that was Heaven, too.'
'Oh, you mean the place with the gold street and pearly gates? Nope. That's hell.'

'‘Doesn't it make you mad for th  em to use your name like that?'

'‘No, we're just happy that they screen out the folks who would leave their best friends behind.'
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Dogs NSW :

Before attending a class or for more information on DWD at our club
please email Bev: mufflers3@dodo.com.au
If you need help see BeV!

or visit the Dogs NSW website for more info on the sport:
http://www.dogsnsw.org.au/dancing -with -dogs

Waidp fa dl ingeta
ds & hadas

Presentes: Vicki Etherington
&
Karen Richardson

Cost Members $20.00
Non menbers $30:00

Friday 19" June, 2009 6pmi 10pm

Amenities Building, Canine Complex Erskine Park
(air conditioned comfort)

Bring water bowl, crate, plenty of
soft food rewardsthatd o n 6 t crumbl e.

Download the application form from the Website
www.portstephensdogclub.org.au
On the News Page
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OBEDIENCE
TRIALING DATES TO NOTE

Please consult yourDogsNSW magazine for moreinformatio n, or check out thegazetteonline at
www.dogs.nsw.com.ador more trial dates as not all trials may not be listed here.

CcLUB DATE OF TRIAL TOWN/SUBURB ENTRIES CLOSE
QUEANBEYAN SAT 11 JULY QUEANBEYAN 11 JUNE 2009
SPRINGWOOD SAT 11 JULY ERSKINE PARK 12 JUNE 2009
PENRITH SUN 12 JULY ERSKINE PARK 12 JUNE 2009
MAITLAND SAT 18 & SUN 19 JULY LARGS 24 JUNE 2009
WESTERN SUBURE®N 26 JULY GLENDENING 5 JULY 2009
WERRIWA SUN 2 AUGUST WARWICK FARM 6 JULY 2009

AGILITY /JUMPING
TRIALING DATES TO NOTE

Please consult youDogsNSW magazine for moreinformatio n, or check out thegazetteonline at
www.dogsnsw.com.au for more trial dates as not all trids may be listed here.

CLUB DATE OF TRIAL TOWN/SUBURB ENTRIES CLOSE
MANLY SAT 4 JULY FRENCHS FOREST 12 JUNE 2009
AGILITY DOG CLUBSAT 11 JULY CASTLE HILL 20 JUNE 2009
COFFS HARBOUR SAT 18 & SUMN9 JULY COFFS HARBOUR 26 JUNE 2009
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INSTRUCTORS COURSE2010

Members must be in 4th Classor above, or have previoudytrained a dog to that level of expertise.

They will need to purchase a DogsNSW Ingtructors manual and a copy of the current ANKCtrialling
rules.

The course will be approximately 16 weeksduration, All trainee ingructorswill be required to seward
at our trialsin May, 2010.

Lectureswill take place every Sunday after training and will be of a 1-2 hr duration. A 75%attendance is
required and there will be awritten assgnment each week.

There will be awritten 2 hour exam, an oral exam and a practical exam.

A syallabuswill be available in the near future

Canine Massage

MRS. MEG YERBURY s visiting us to aiscuss
the benefits of CANINE MASSAGE for your dog.

SUNDAY, 12" JULY, 2009

11.00 am (after training)

Mrs. Yerbury is a senior judge int he disciplines of Obedience, Agility & Tracking and is a
gualified Canine Massage practitioner. There will be a question & answer session for
members during the visit. Do your dogs a favour and learn how to please, relax or excite
them. For further informa tion please ask your an instructor or myself.

The canteen will stay open for refreshments.
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Port Stephens All Breeds & Obedience Canine Club Inc.

Annual General Meeting

Will be held at the clubhouse o'Wednesday, 2d September, 2009

Nominations for Management Committee positions must be sent or given to the Returning Officer
Fran Lillie no later than Wednesday % August, 2009

Positions Vacant:

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
3 Committee Members

Nomination forms are available from the Canteen. Or can be downloaded from the websit&ee
OEA 0O&1 Oi 66 DPACAS

Port Stephens All Breeds & Obedience Canine Club Inc.

Obedience Branch
Annual General Meeting

Will be held at the clubhouse on Sunday?August,2009

Nominations for positions on the Obedience Branch Committee must be given to the Returning
Officer Fran Lillieno later than 5 July, 2009.

Position Vacant

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Chief Instructor
4 committee members
Nominations forms are available from the Canteen or cdme down loaded from thewebsite 7 See
OEA O&i1 Of 68 O0ACA
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Do You Own a Gundog?

A brief summary of Gundog Working Tests
Kylie Bray

Do you own a gundog ? Have you been wondering what are the  Gundog Workin g Test s held at Obedience
Trials? Read on to find out more a  bout the world of gundog sports available in NSW.

Gundog sports give the wonderful gundog breeds an opportunity to channel some of that marvellous drive

and energy into doing what they have been purposely bred and shaped by humans to do for hundreds of
years.

Photo by Lara Sedgmen
Some of the more common Gundog breeds include the Labrador, Golden Retriever, Brittany,
Lagotto Romagnolo, Cocker Spaniel, German Shorthaired Pointer, Hungarian Viz sla, and Weimaraner.

Gundog sports include Gundog Working Tests (GWTSs), Retrieving Trials and Field Trials. Retrieving and
Field Trials simulate more or less hunting scenarios which test your dogs hunting and retrieving instincts,

while GWTs are more simplified versions of these. GWTs are also the most easily accessible sport to those
of us starting out in the gundog world as they are carried out at Obedience Trials
There are two levels of ~ GWT competition which test general obedience and ret rieving capabilities ; Novice

and Open. The Novice GWT consists of the following exercises:
1. Dog walks at heel for 30 metres
2. Dogdoesarecallto handler from 30m away

3. Dog does a 1 minute stay (sit, drop or stand position) with the handler 30m away and then
does another recall

4. Dog does a single mark retrieve: - This is whe n an article will be launched into the air for
the dog to see approx 50m away from the dog and handler . Once t he article drop s to the
ground, the handler then sends the dog out to retrieve t he article. The dog must then

return to the handler with the article.

To be eligible to enter a Novice GWT you must have a registered gundog with Dogs NSW, however there is
a proposed rule change to be hopefully introduced in 2010 that will see a Gundog A ssociate Register for
non - pedigree gundogs

| cannot over emphasise how much gundogs love this sport! Gundogs have natural instincts and abilities

to perform this work, and it is sometimes a challenge to contain an excited gundog eagerly waiting their

turn to participate in training or a competition! For the
locate and retrieve an item is a satisfying reward. Also, there is nothing more rewarding for a handler to

see the pleased | ook @wheglewrshegsuetuthioggback tovwaed gou to share with you

what they have just retrieved!

If you would like some more info about training or entering a GWT, please feel free to d¢¢eniac(Club Registrar) oKylie on
kylieb@maitland.nsw.gov.au
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